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(v) Allowing the observer(s) to col-
lect biological data and samples.

(vi) Providing adequate space for
storage of biological samples.

(9) At-sea transfers to or from proc-
essing vessels. Processing vessels must:

(i) Ensure that transfers of observers
at sea via small boat or raft are carried
out during daylight hours, under safe
conditions, and with the agreement of
observers involved.

(ii) Notify observers at least 3 hours
before observers are transferred, such
that the observers can collect personal
belongings, equipment, and scientific
samples.

(iii) Provide a safe pilot ladder and
conduct the transfer to ensure the safe-
ty of observers during transfers.

(iv) Provide an experienced crew
member to assist observers in the
small boat or raft in which any trans-
fer is made.

(e) Sample station and operational—(1)
Observer sampling station. This para-
graph contains the requirements for
observer sampling stations. The vessel
owner must provide an observer sam-
pling station that complies with this
section so that the observer can carry
out required duties.

(1) Accessibility. The observer sam-
pling station must be available to the
observer at all times.

(ii) Location. The observer sampling
station must be located within 4 m of
the location from which the observer
samples unsorted catch. Unobstructed
passage must be provided between the
observer sampling station and the loca-
tion where the observer collects sample
catch.

(iii) Minimum work space aboard at-sea
processing vessels. The observer must
have a working area of 4.5 square me-
ters, including the observer’s sampling
table, for sampling and storage of fish
to be sampled. The observer must be
able to stand upright and have a work
area at least 0.9 m deep in the area in
front of the table and scale.

(iv) Table aboard at-sea processing ves-
sels. The observer sampling station
must include a table at least 0.6 m
deep, 1.2 m wide and 0.9 m high and no
more than 1.1 m high. The entire sur-
face area of the table must be available
for use by the observer. Any area for
the observer sampling scale is in addi-
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tion to the minimum space require-
ments for the table. The observer’s
sampling table must be secured to the
floor or wall.

(v) Diverter board aboard at-sea proc-
essing vessels. The conveyor belt con-
veying unsorted catch must have a re-
movable board (diverter board) to
allow all fish to be diverted from the
belt directly into the observer’s sam-
pling baskets. The diverter board must
be located downstream of the scale
used to weigh total catch. At least 1 m
of accessible belt space, located down-
stream of the scale used to weigh total
catch, must be available for the observ-
er’s use when sampling.

(vi) Other requirement for at-sea proc-
essing vessels. The sampling station
must be in a well-drained area that in-
cludes floor grating (or other material
that prevents slipping), lighting ade-
quate for day or night sampling, and a
hose that supplies fresh or sea water to
the observer.

(vii) Observer sampling scale. The ob-
server sample station must include a
NMFS-approved platform scale (pursu-
ant to requirements at 50 CFR
679.28(d)(5)) with a capacity of at least
50 kg located within 1 m of the observ-
er’s sampling table. The scale must be
mounted so that the weighing surface
is no more than 0.7 m above the floor.

(2) [Reserved]

§660.120 Trawl fishery—crossover pro-
visions.

(a) General. In addition to the Gen-
eral provisions listed at §660.60, sub-
part C, the crossover provisions of this
section apply to vessels operating in
the limited entry trawl fishery.

(b) Operating in north-south manage-
ment areas with different trip limits—(1)
Minor Rockfish.

(i) If a trawl vessel takes and retains
minor shelf rockfish south of 40°10'N.
lat., that vessel is also permitted to
take and retain, possess, or land
yellowtail rockfish up to its cumu-
lative limits north of 40°10'N. lat., even
if yellowtail rockfish is part of the
landings from minor shelf rockfish
taken and retained south of 40°10'N. lat.
Widow rockfish is included in overall
shelf rockfish limits for all gear
groups.
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(ii) If a trawl vessel takes and retains
minor shelf rockfish north of 40°10'N.
lat., that vessel is also permitted to
take and retain, possess, or land
chilipepper rockfish up to its cumu-
lative limits south of 40°10" N. lat., even
if chilipepper rockfish is part of the
landings from minor shelf rockfish
taken and retained north of 40°10" N.
lat.

(2) DTS complex. Differential trawl
trip limits for the “DTS complex”
north and south of latitudinal manage-
ment lines may be specified in trip lim-
its, Table 1 (North) and Table 1 (South)
of this subpart. Vessels operating in
the limited entry trawl fishery are sub-
ject to the crossover provisions in this
paragraph when making landings that
include any one of the four species in
the “DTS complex.”

(3) Flatfish complex. There are often
differential trip limits for the flatfish
complex (butter, curlfin, English, flat-
head, petrale, rex, rock, and sand soles,
Pacific sanddab, and starry flounder)
north and south of latitudinal manage-
ment lines. Vessels operating in the
limited entry trawl fishery are subject
to the crossover provisions in this
paragraph when making landings that
include any one of the species in the
flatfish complex.

§660.130 Trawl fishery—management
measures.

(a) General. Limited entry trawl ves-
sels include those vessels registered to
a limited entry permit with a trawl en-
dorsement. Most species taken in lim-
ited entry trawl fisheries will be man-
aged with cumulative trip limits (see
trip limits in Tables 1 (North) and 1
(South) of this subpart), size limits (see
§660.60(h)(5), subpart C), seasons (see
Pacific whiting at §660.131(b), subpart
D), gear restrictions (see paragraph (b)
of this section) and closed areas (see
paragraph (e) of this section and
§§660.70 through 660.79, subpart C). The
trawl fishery has gear requirements
and trip limits that differ by the type
of trawl gear on board and the area
fished. Cowcod retention is prohibited
in all fisheries and groundfish vessels
operating south of Point Conception
must adhere to CCA restrictions (see
paragraph (e)(1) of this section and
§660.70, subpart C). The trip limits in
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Tables 1 (North) and 1 (South) of this
subpart apply to vessels participating
in the limited entry groundfish trawl
fishery and may not be exceeded. Fed-
eral commercial groundfish regulations
are not intended to supersede any more
restrictive state commercial ground-
fish regulations relating to federally-
managed groundfish.

(b) Trawl gear requirements and restric-
tions. Trawl nets may be fished with or
without otter boards, and may use
warps or cables to herd fish.

(1) Codends. Only single-walled
codends may be used in any trawl. Dou-
ble-walled codends are prohibited.

(2) Mesh size. Groundfish trawl gear
must meet the minimum mesh size re-
quirements in this paragraph. Mesh
size requirements apply throughout the
net. Minimum trawl mesh sizes are:
Bottom trawl, 4.5 inches (11.4 cm);
midwater trawl, 3.0 inches (7.6 cm).
Minimum trawl mesh size require-
ments are met if a 20-gauge stainless
steel wedge, less one thickness of the
metal wedge, can be passed with only
thumb pressure through at least 16 of
20 sets of two meshes each of wet mesh.

(3) Chafing gear. Chafing gear may en-
circle no more than 50 percent of the
net’s circumference. No section of chaf-
ing gear may be longer than 50 meshes
of the net to which it is attached. Chaf-
ing gear may be used only on the last
50 meshes, measured from the terminal
(closed) end of the codend. Except at
the corners, the terminal end of each
section of chafing gear on all trawl
gear must not be connected to the net.
(The terminal end is the end farthest
from the mouth of the net.) Chafing
gear must be attached outside any
riblines and restraining straps. There
is no limit on the number of sections of
chafing gear on a net.

(4) Large footrope trawl gear. Large
footrope gear is bottom trawl gear with
a footrope diameter larger than 8
inches (20 cm) (including rollers, bob-
bins or other material encircling or
tied along the length of the footrope).
Fishing with bottom trawl gear with a
footrope diameter greater than 19
inches (48 cm) (including rollers, bob-
bins, or other material encircling or
tied along the length of the footrope) is
prohibited anywhere in EFH within the
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